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Ecole des Roches 

 

 

Verneuil sur Avre, 12th of October 2020 

 

Dear Parents,  

 

As we arrive at the half term break, it is good to pause, take stock and reflect on all that has been 
accomplished over the past two months. Since the end of August, we have welcomed back our students, 
despite the ongoing difficulties with the pandemic, and the teachers have been working hard to get them 
back on track after being out of school since mid-March. We have also managed our first cases of Covid, 
thanks to the dedication of our boarding staff, who organized supervision of students who needed to be 
taken for testing and placed in quarantine. We have also run some of our classes both online and face-to-
face, in order to allow the students in quarantine to keep up with their classmates.  

 

Teaching our courses with everyone – students and teachers – wearing face masks has not been easy, but I 
am pleased to say that all of our school community has been very good about respecting the health 
protocols. An additional difficulty with this start to the school year has been the limitation of assemblies for 
the students. Gathering all of the members of the school community together for assemblies is an 
important unifying element in the life of a school, but it has been necessary to limit these in order to avoid 
potential contagion. We are maintaining the Director General’s Lecture Series, but requiring all of the 
participants to register in advance so that we can limit the number and respect the sanitary protocols. This 
past week we had the privilege of hosting Dr. Patrick Gilabert, the Director of the Office of the United 
Nations Industrial Development Organization in Brussels and representative to the European Union, who 
gave a very interesting presentation on the role of UN Development Aid, followed by an animated Q&A that 
ranged from the relevance of the UN in today’s fractured international political scene to the types of anti-
corruption controls that are in place to ensure that aid funding is used effectively 
(https://www.ecoledesroches.co.uk/school-life/lecture-series/2020-2021). We will be hosting more 
conferences in the months to come, and we are studying the possibility of streaming some of them live 
online. One of the positive aspects of the confinement was that, with activities such as the monthly AERN 
Aperoches being held online, we were able to reconnect with alumni from all over the world, and it may be 
possible to take advantage of this technology for our monthly conferences as well.  

 

During the two weeks of the Toussaint break, we will be hosting on campus a group of our students who 
have chosen not to travel home. In addition to organizing study time supervised by our teachers, we have 
put together a full and fun set of activities for the students, and I’m sure that they will have no time to be 
bored.   

 

 

https://www.ecoledesroches.co.uk/school-life/lecture-series/2020-2021
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Looking to the month of November, one of the most important events of the EDR school year is the 
ceremony for 11 November, which is the occasion to remember those who sacrificed their lives for the 
Republic, as well as recognize the newly nominated “captains” and award the diplomas to the graduating 
class. However, in order to avoid potential problems with Covid, the ceremony this year will be open only 
to currently enrolled EDR students and staff, and it will be limited in scope to participation in the 11 
November ceremony in Verneuil, followed by a ceremony at school to recognize the new school captains. 
We would very much have liked to invite all members of the school community to participate, but in the 
current context we feel it is better to err on the side of caution.  

 

Wishing all of you an enjoyable and restful Toussaint break. 

 
Best regards,  
 
David Johnson,  
Head of School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


