
 

 
 

 
Verneuil sur Avre, Tuesday 17th of March 2020 

 
 
Dear EDR Parents,  
 
 
The end of this past week saw a flurry of activity as the whole school mobilized in preparation for the 
closure of schools that was announced by Macron on Thursday evening. I would especially like to 
thank Yann Salle and the team of Chefs de Maison, as well as Claire Mercier, who worked tirelessly to 
ensure that students were able to leave on time and catch their flights home.  
 
At the same as the boarding houses were emptying, the teachers have been working on getting up to 
speed with taking their courses online. Although physically the school is no longer open for the 
students, everyone here is fully cognizant of the importance of carrying on with the courses and 
continuing our students’ education. I know that many of the teachers have been working long hours 
over the weekend, putting coursework online and configuring the IT tools necessary, such MS Teams, 
Skype, Ecole Directe, etc. to use with their students. Yesterday evening quite a few of the teachers 
connected via Skype to review the different functionalities for sharing screens and recording videos, 
and this morning we carried on with these online group sessions for the teachers, both here at 
school as well as via online connections.  
 
One of the constraints that we have encountered today is that, with the Internet saturated due to all 
of the online activity of people working from home, some of the usual tools and activities were 
significantly slower than normal, but I am sure that over the next few days the teachers will be able 
to work through these difficulties. Now that the paradigm has shifted, with the students working 
from home, it will be particularly important for you as parents to be helping with the supervision of 
their studies. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you are encountering difficulties with connecting 
to Ecole Directe, of if your child is having difficulty communicating with his/her teachers.   
 
 
Wishing all of you the best during these difficult times,  
 
 
 
David Johnson, Directeur Général Délégué  


