
 
 
 

Verneuil d’Avre et d’Iton, 17th of January 2020 
 
 
 

 
Dear EDR Parents,  
 
I would like to wish all of you a happy New Year and all the best for 2020 as we continue to 
work together in providing a rich and varied educational experience for your children. For 
the students in Terminal and IB D2, the next few months will be crucial as they finish 
applications to universities and prepare for their exams. For the students in Premier, these 
upcoming months are also very important, as they will have their first assessments for the 
newly reformed Bac, and the students in 3eme will be preparing for the brevet. We will do 
our best to keep the students focused and concentrated while in school, but if your 
son/daughter returns home on the weekends, it will be important for you to maintain the 
same level of rigour for them at home as well. Likewise, during the upcoming winter break, it 
will be important for these students to maintain their focus on their studies. If you have not 
yet registered your son/daughter for the revision courses offered at the school, it would be 
good to consider doing so.  
 
During the Christmas holidays the maintenance team completed the work on the former 
infirmary, with the newly refurbished building now dedicated to providing a much-needed 
common room and workspace for the IB Diploma students. Group work and project work is 
a central aspect of the IB Diploma programme, and hence the importance of having a 
common space for the students to work together and with their teachers. Some of the 
students in the French Bac programme have now expressed a desire to have a similar space 
for their studies, and we are in the process of reviewing the possibilities for this.  
 
This past week we had the opportunity to host one of our alumni, Thomas Puech, who is 
now studying at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago, one of the top art and design 
schools in North America. It was a pleasure to hear how much he is enjoying and being 
challenged by his studies in Chicago. These meetings are excellent opportunities for our 
current students to hear firsthand from recent graduates and to learn about possible options 
for their own future studies. We also had the privilege of attending Tuesday evening a 
fascinating conference led by professor emeritus of neurology and cell biology at the 
University of Paris-Sorbonne and member of the Academy of Sciences, Yves Agid, a specialist 
in clinical and biological research of neurodegenerative diseases. This conference was not 
only an excellent opportunity for the students to learn about different areas of medical 
research in neurology, but also to pose a wide range of questions regarding how the brain 
functions and mental health issues.  
 
A slightly less academic but nevertheless very important event this week was a Wednesday 
evening tournament of Futsal, organized by the IB CAS students. The ambiance in the 



gymnasium was “electric,” especially when the team of middle school boys in Les Pins beat 
the high school boys teams of both Sablons and Coteau! A big thank you to both our IB D1 
students and the House Masters for organizing this fun evening.  
 
With warm regards,  
 
David Johnson,  
General Director 
 


