
 

 

 
 

 
Verneuil d’Avre et d’Iton, Tuesday 16th of June 2020 

 
 
 
Dear EDR Parents,  
 
Many of you will have listened to President Emmanuel Macron’s speech yesterday evening, 
in which he announced the next steps in reducing the sanitary restrictions and returning the 
country to normal working conditions. A very important aspect of this for EDR and our 
students is the opening up of the borders and the easing of the restrictions on travel, with 
movement being generally permitted now throughout Europe. For those students who need 
to obtain a student visa, please be aware that the ministry of foreign affairs has stated 
clearly that they will be given priority, as the French government is keen on helping 
international students return to study in France.  
 
This past week, in conversations with parents, a few of you expressed concerns regarding 
re-enrolment and what would happen to school fees in the case of inability to travel due to 
travel restrictions or another closure of the school due to a “second wave” of the pandemic. 
I would like to clarify for all of you our position on this:  
 

• Like most boarding schools throughout the world, we are preparing for the 
possibility of “blended learning” (face-to-face teaching and online streaming of 
classes), in case some students may be delayed in their return travels in August. We 
are hoping to welcome back all students on 1 September, but we want to make sure 
that we have everything in place to help students keep up with their courses if they 
are delayed. For students who are delayed due to problems with obtaining visas or 
due to travel restrictions, the boarding fees will be calculated and charged on a pro 
rata basis according to their actual arrival date at school.  

• In the case of another school closure due to a second wave of the pandemic, we will 
be carrying on with online courses, and the boarding fees will be charged on a pro 
rata basis. 

Over the past three months, the necessary shift to online courses has been a significant 
challenge for both teachers and students, not just at EDR but for schools around the world. 
Some of the courses have functioned very well, with excellent teaching and learning taking 
place. For other courses, the process has been challenging, for a variety of reasons. In some 
cases, the students and the teachers have encountered technical difficulties, in others there 
has been the problem of students in a class being spread around the globe in multiple time 
zones. We are in the process of reviewing your survey results to see what worked well, but 
also the difficulties students and teachers have encountered. A few of the key points 
gleaned from the surveys and our review of the online courses are:    



 

 

• A successful approach to classroom teaching cannot be simply transposed onto 
online courses. The online learning experience is very different, and effective online 
sessions are often significantly shorter in time duration than classroom lessons.   

• At the school we have a high-speed fiber optic internet connection, which is not the 
case for some of the teachers and students at their home locations. Internet 
connection speed will be increasingly important, especially if we were to face 
another confinement period.  

• Teacher access to interactive tablets and whiteboards is essential for some of our 
online courses, particularly in the sciences and maths.  

• After 3 months of online teaching, some basic technical difficulties should be 
resolved. For example, there are some simple measures, such as the use of 
headphones, that teachers and students can and should put in place in order to 
improve the quality of online conferencing. 

As we move into the next phase of deconfinement, all of us look forward to seeing our 
students again and returning to full-time face-to-face learning, but the lessons gained 
over the past few months online have been invaluable for both students and teachers, 
and I am certain that we will be able to continue to benefit from them in the future. 

We will also send you in the next few days the draft of the health protocol for the return 
of our students. 

With warm regards,  

 

David Johnson,  
Directeur Général Délégué 


