
Verneuil, July 27, 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
I hope that the summer holidays have started well for you and your children. It was a pleasure 
to see many of our students returning during the last few weeks of term to recuperate their 
belongings here at school or to pick up copies of their bac results. I would like to congratulate 
all of our students on the dedication and hard work that they demonstrated throughout the 
final three months of school. It has not been easy to end the school year with all of the classes 
taking place online and no chance to properly say goodbye to classmates and teachers, but 
thanks to the hard work of both our teachers and students, we have achieved some excellent 
results this year, both in the Brevet and French Bac, as well as in the IB Diploma. For those 
who have finished their EDR studies and are now headed off to the next stage of their 
academic careers, we wish you all the best. I am certain that what you have learned and 
experienced in your years at Ecole des Roches will help you greatly as you face new challenges 
and launch into new endeavors.   
 
Here at school we have continued to work on preparing for the upcoming school year in order 
to ensure everything is ready to welcome our students at the end of August. Part of this has 
involved finalizing the health protocols and sanitary procedures, in order to be able to safely 
welcome all of our students. We’ll send you the protocol within the next few days. 
 
Please note that for those students who will be travelling from countries for which a 
quarantine period will be necessary, we will be arranging an onsite quarantine facility, so 
that they can arrive and begin the school year with their classmates, with the classes 
streamed live online to one of the boarding houses during the quarantine period. We will be 
communicating more regarding this in the upcoming weeks.  
 
Some of you have also asked about the possibility of vacation activities during the upcoming 
school holidays, in order to avoid having to organize international travel for your children 
during this complicated period. Please note that we are working on this, and we will be 
proposing some options for your children, either in the form of vacation camps or home stay 
with families here in France.    
 
With the arrival of the end of the school year, one of the longstanding pillars of EDR, Francoise 
Caballe, has retired. I would like to thank Mme Caballe for all of the years of hard work and 
dedication she has given to the education of your children and previous generations of 
students at Ecole des Roches. She has provided strong leadership for the French bac, while at 
the same time caring for the education and development of each student in her care. With 
the departure of Mme Caballe, the organizational structure of the school has changed, with 
a fusion of my role as Directeur Général Délégué with that of Chef d’Etablissement.  
  

 



I am fully aware of the amplitude of the academic role that Francoise has carried out and the 
importance of not trying to do too much, and hence we have, after a lengthy internal and 
external recruitment process, appointed Nathalie Andre as the Cheffe d’Etablissement 
Adjointe. Mme Andre will be responsible for ensuring the ongoing smooth functioning of the 
academic activities of the school. Given Mme Andre’s competencies and in-depth 
understanding of French education at the secondary and tertiary level,  along with her 
demonstrated commitment to the school, I am certain that she will contribute greatly in this 
new role and work effectively in moving EDR forward in its development as the leading 
international boarding school in France. I look forward to continuing to work together with 
Mme Andre, and I am sure that you will appreciate the support, both academic and pastoral, 
that she will be giving your children in her new role.  
 
As we prepare for September, I would like to thank all of you who have been in contact with 
us to confirm your re-enrolments and take care of the necessary paperwork, despite the 
uncertainties due to the ongoing complications with travel due to the pandemic. One of the 
difficulties that we ran into this past year with some of the classes was over-enrolment due a 
high number of last-minute enrolments. Hence, a goal that we have set for ourselves this year 
is to ensure that we maintain our small class sizes, but to do this properly we need your 
cooperation in confirming re-enrolment in a timely manner. Please be aware that we may not 
be able to offer places in all of the options that your son/daughter would like if the re-
enrolment arrives too late.   
 
In the upcoming weeks, it will be crucial to keep the lines of communication open, as we will 
be communicating important updates and key information for the start of the new year. If 
you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to let us know.  
 
Wishing you and yours all the best,  
 
 
 
 
David Johnson 
Head of School 
 
 


