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Ecole des Roches 

 

 

Verneuil d’Avre et d’Iton, Friday 18th of December 2020 

 

 

Dear Parents,  

 

The Christmas holidays have almost arrived, and I am sure that you are looking forward with anticipation to 
welcoming your children home for the vacation with the family. Normally I would have said “with family and 
friends,” but in the context of the pandemic, that (like many other things) is no longer possible. At EDR, we 
have nevertheless managed over the past few months to keep the learning active, despite the pandemic, 
with face-to-face lessons taking place, as well student conferences, both onsite as well as via 
videoconference. The students have been completing extended essays, doing class presentations, preparing 
for oral exams, and this week I had the pleasure of sitting in on an excellent student presentation on the 
distinctly British tradition of “ugly Christmas sweaters”!  

In education we often talk about the importance of developing resilience in our students, teaching them how 
to cope with the challenges that they will have to face in life, both academically and personally. This past 
trimester has posed plenty of challenges for both our students and staff. For some of our students, getting 
visas and finding flights was in itself a challenge, while for others getting back into the routine of studying 
and meeting coursework deadlines has been rather daunting. For our staff, the potential Covid risk of working 
in close contact with young people and teaching all day with a mask has not been easy, but step-by-step we 
have all fallen into the routine, and we have been fortunate to have not had any further cases of Covid since 
the October break. These are the sorts of challenges that help to develop resilience, creating a community 
of learners who are “Bien armés pour la vie et pour servir.”   

As we look to the new year, please keep in mind that we are requiring all students to return in January with 
a recent negative Covid test result, so make sure that you take the necessary measures to organize the testing 
at the end of the vacation.  

I do hope that all of you have a relaxing and enjoyable holiday with your children.  

With warm regards and best wishes for a safe and healthy start to the New Year,  

 

 

David Johnson, Head of School 


