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Dear EDR Parents,  
 
As we approach the final month of school, the students and teachers are focused on completing the coursework 
and class assessments, as well as preparing for and completing the external examinations. At EDR, we have 
students and teachers who come from over 40 different countries, with a wide variety of educational 
backgrounds. Our students benefit from learning from teachers from many different cultures, which is a very 
enriching experience. At the same time, this can be challenging, as different educational systems often have 
different pedagogical approaches and different methods of assessment. For example, for some systems the final 
examinations are the most important criteria for determining achievement levels, while for other educational 
systems, the continuous assessment throughout high school is the most important factor. In order to ensure a 
coherent and comprehensive approach to student assessment, the International Baccalaureate Organization 
requires that every IB school articulate an assessment policy, which is shared with all of the teachers and 
students. During the course of this year, the staff at EDR have worked on discussing and articulating assessment 
policies for each of our programs (FLE, Bac and IB), and we have in turn shared these with the students. For 
example, the philosophy of the IB assessment policy is as follows:    
 
At Ecole des Roches, assessment is viewed as integral to all teaching and learning: planning, teaching and 
assessment are considered interconnected processes. Assessment at EDR identifies what students know, 
understand, can do and feel at different stages and defines future learning needs. The teachers at EDR believe that 
assessment should be a motivating, positive experience that improves student learning; therefore, teachers and 
students are considered partners in the assessment process which includes meaningful feedback and reflection. 
 
In order to ensure that this philosophy is lived out on a daily basis in our classes, we also have “essential 
agreements,” which are principles which guide all of our class assessment exercises. At EDR we agree to: 
 

• Plan assessments before teaching (Backward design) 

• Collaborate with colleagues to develop and moderate summative assessments 

• Show criteria and models to the students and communicate class objectives in advance 

• Assess the level of students before teaching 

• Offer appropriate and varied choices of types of assessments (oral, written, project work, etc.) 

• Use assessments to frame meaningful performance goals 

• Provide assessment feedback early and often 

• Encourage students to exercise self-assessment and goal setting 

• Allow new evidence of achievement to replace old evidence. 

As parents, you have the opportunity to follow your children in their progression, via the school’s online platform 
Ecole Directe. If you have any questions about our assessment policies and practices, please do not hesitate to 
contact us.  
 
Yesterday, our IB D2 students finished their final external examinations, and I would like to give them a hearty 
congratulations for their perseverance in staying focused to the end of the programme. This past year has 
presented many challenges, with interruptions due to confinement, along with the difficulties of online learning, 
but the team of IB teachers at Ecole des Roches has worked hard to ensure the completion of the courses and 
support the students throughout their program of studies, including helping them with the exam revision 
throughout the spring break.  
 
 



 

 
 
 
As we approach the upcoming weeks, the 3eme will be focusing on getting ready for the Brevet, and the students 
in Première and Terminale will be taking their examinations for the French Bac. The teachers are hard at working 
supporting the students in their preparation for these assessments, which for many of the students are critical for 
entry into their future post-EDR studies. Please note that, in order to ensure that our students can complete 
their examinations without risk of closure of a class due to “contact cases,” we will be putting in place a strict 
“no-travel” policy for students in examination classes. Mme Andre will communicate the details of this to you in 
the upcoming days.  
 
For our non-exam classes, we are organizing a rich variety of daily cultural excursions for the students, now that 
we are once again able to travel and visit museums and cultural sites in France.      
 
Normally, in mid-June we would be organizing our School Fete and sending out invitations to parents and alumni. 
However, in order to maintain our sanitary “bubble” until the final exams have been completed, we are hoping, 
provided it is allowed, to organize the fete internally this year on a regular school day, with no outside invitations. 
Thank you in advance for your understanding with respect to these restrictions.  
 
With best wishes, 
 
 

 
David Johnson 
Head of School 
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