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Ecole des Roches 

 

Verneuil d’Avre et d’Iton, Septembre 24th, 2020 

 

Dear Parents,  

 

Yesterday morning I was informed that one of our adult staff members had received a positive Covid test 
result. A week ago, due to not feeling well, he had already gone on medical leave and quarantined himself 
off campus. As soon as we received the news of the positive test, we informed the Agence régionale de 
santé (ARS), with which there is a strict health protocol that we must follow, isolating any students and 
members of staff who may have been in contact with him. In this case, I am pleased to say that, due to the 
obligatory face mask policy, there were no students considered at risk. The colleagues who are considered 
at risk have been informed and isolated. 

 

Some of you may be wondering if it is really worth it, given the health risks, to try to maintain face-to-face 
education in the midst of a global pandemic. In response to this very valid question, there are three 
important points to keep in mind:  

• Although we should not minimize the significance of the pandemic, it must nevertheless be noted 
that young people are at the lowest level of risk within society.  

• There are some very basic but effective health measures that have been put in place, such as the 
use of face masks, washing of hands, limitation of contact, etc., which are in place within schools to 
significantly limit the possibility of contagion.   

• There are limits to the effectiveness of distance learning, and having our students back onsite 
significantly increases our ability to keep them on track academically, while at the same time 
helping them maintain their social and emotional well-being.  

 

With respect to this final point, last week I was listening to a presentation by Stanislas Dehaene which 
touched directly on this issue. Dr. Dehaene is the Director of the NeuroSpin Brain Imaging Center in Saclay, 
France, and Professor of Experimental Cognitive Psychology at the College de France. The focus of much of 
his work has been on how the human brain learns, and one of the points that he emphasizes strongly is the 
importance of human interaction in the learning process. In his work he has found that the human brain is 
not a “tabula rasa,” but rather there are clear indications that it is “wired to learn” from the outset, and 
equally there is an innate human instinct to desire to impart knowledge to others. Although a certain 
amount of this can be done through online learning and video-conferencing, the positive impact of a 
teacher’s ability to capture and maintain the learner’s attention in a face-to-face environment is greatly 
increased.  

https://www.college-de-france.fr/site/en-stanislas-dehaene/course-2014-2015.htm 

 

 

 

https://www.college-de-france.fr/site/en-stanislas-dehaene/course-2014-2015.htm
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An example of how important this human element in learning is can be seen in the use of MOOCs (Massive 
Open Online Courses). If learning were just a matter of giving and getting knowledge, the introduction of 
MOOCs would have eliminated universities a long time ago. I do not want to minimize the important 
advances in online learning, but would simply like to emphasize the fact that it cannot replace the 
effectiveness of a master teacher working in direct contact with her or his students, which is happening 
every day at Ecole des Roches.  

 

 
Best regards,  
 
David Johnson, Head of School 

 


