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Creating student memories 
 
Every school in which I have worked over the past 30 years has had its own set of unique 
traditions, and Ecole des Roches is no exception to this. In one previous school, there was a 
tradition of “Egg Day,” during which teams of students had to design, using limited 
resources, methods for dropping an egg from the second floor of the academic building and 
trying to keep it from breaking as it landed on the playground. In another school there was 
the tradition of the annual “International Day,” which involved student-run activities 
representing different countries, with fund-raising that went to support a school project in a 
developing country. In addition to the pedagogical benefits of these activities (for example, 
Egg Day was an exercise for physics classes), there is also the purely fun aspect of the 
students and teachers enjoying a good time together. The importance of this pleasurable 
side of school life should not be minimized, as these types of activities are great for team 
building and group bonding, and they can contribute to the development of long-term 
friendships and lasting memories.  
  
Throughout this past term, we have had the pleasure of participating in a number of 
different Ecole des Roches traditions which are definitely create lasting memories for our 
students, such as seeing all of the students lined up around the school, ready for the 
ceremony of the “Baptême de la Promotion,” or cheering them on as they crawled through 
the muddy obstacles on the Dayfit competition. When Yann Salle, the Director of Boarding, 
mentioned a couple of weeks ago the “cours aux sapins” for the students in Les Sablons, I 
imagined some sort of foot race around campus. Little did I suspect that it involved running 
across muddy fields and through forests in the dark, looking for a 3-meter Christmas tree 
that had been hidden by the housemasters, and then carrying it all the way back to the 
boarding house. At the end of the evening, one of the boys showed me the distance run that 
he had recorded on his phone: 17.6 kilometers! The patron of the class of 2020, Patrick 
Synaeve, who is a former house master, participated as well in the “course au sapin” this 
year, and he mentioned that the “course au sapin” has been in existence since 1937. 
Another tradition that we had this week was the tour of the boarding houses by the 
administrative staff prior to the Christmas party. All of these activities contribute to the 
boarding school life that is so important for developing students who are “Bien armé pour la 
vie et pour servir.” 
 
We hope that the students will remember what they are studying in their classes each day, 
but these fun extra-curricular activities also build for them the memories that will remain 
with them for a lifetime.  
 



As we begin the Christmas holidays, I would like to wish all of you a Merry Christmas, and all 
the best for the year to come, as we continue to create a rich learning environment for your 
children.  
 
With warm regards,  
 
David Johnson,  
General Director 
 


